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Participant Information Sheet 
 
Study Title:   Review of Staff Development and Support Provision for Academic Research across 

UK Higher Education Institutions  
 
Survey:   Research Active Academic Staff 
 
Invitation  
You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide whether or not to take part, it is 
important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to 
read the following information carefully. 
 
What is the purpose of the study? 
The purpose of the study is to help us to understand staff experiences of training and support for research-
active staff across the UK’s Higher Education Institutions. This will help us understand your needs and 
expectations and how these are currently being met.  This will lead to a number of reports and publications 
that will be aimed at helping institutions and individual professional research support staff to consider their 
own provisions and to seek to develop and improve these where required.  The survey is intended to be 
completed by all research active academic staff, regardless of career stage or level of engagement with 
research at present (from Early Career Researchers to Professors of many years standing).  
 
Why have I been invited to participate? 
You have been invited to participate because you are, or have been, engaged in research as an academic 
practitioner in Higher Education.  We need to have the views and experiences of as many colleagues as 
possible, from as many institutions as possible, in order to achieve meaningful results for the sector as a 
whole and thereby to encourage overall improvement in researcher training and development that is relevant 
to staff at all stages of their research-related activities.  
 
Do I have to take part? 
It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you do decide to take part, you will be given access to 
this information sheet to keep. Your consent will be assumed if you continue to complete the on-line 
questionnaire survey. If you decide to take part, you are still free to withdraw at any time and without giving a 
reason.  This can be achieved by using the contact information provided below. 
 
What will happen to me if I take part? 
You will be asked to fill in an online questionnaire concerning your experience of training, support and 
research career development. It will take around 25-30 minutes to complete. It is also hoped that you will 
agree to some follow-up contact subsequently, on a confidential basis, should the research team wish to 
seek further information in respect of your answers.  
 
What are the possible benefits of taking part? 
The information gathered in the study is intended to be used in a number of ways, which include: academic 
publication; policy and practice guidance advice; and dissemination via conferences and relevant 
professional forums and events related to researcher development.  The results of these outputs and forms 
of distribution are intended to be academically sound, strongly research-based, and thereby able to 
contribute effectively to improvement of training, support and professional development for research active 
staff at all stages of their academic careers – such as yourself.  
 
Will what I say in this study be kept confidential? 
The data secured from the questionnaire and any follow-up activity, will be processed by Vitae on behalf of 
the University of the Highlands and Islands and Oxford Brookes University, in accordance with these 
organisations’ policies on Academic Integrity, data management and storage.  These are compliant with 
current provisions in respect of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).  Responses will be 
anonymised, and individuals will not be identified.  Data generated in the course of the research will be kept 
securely in electronic form for a period of not less than ten years after the completion of the research project. 
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What should I do if I want to take part? 
If you wish to take part in the study then follow the link in the invitation to take part, which you have received 
electronically (usually via email) or through the Vitae Website. 
 
What will happen to the results of the research study? 
It is intended that results from the questionnaires will be used in the production of a range of research, 
policy- and practice-related outputs, which are intended to help institutions consider their own provisions of 
research development and support, and to seek to improve and develop these where required.  It is also 
intended that the results and the research approach used in this study will be available for use in a broader 
international-based comparative study at a later stage.  
 
Who is organising and funding the research? 
The research is being conducted by a collaboration of co-investigators, as follows: 
 

Michael Rayner, Dean of Research, University of the Highlands and Islands 
Susan Brooks, Professor of Cell Biology and Director of Researcher Development, Oxford Brookes 
University 
Alison Mitchell, Independent Researcher 
 
Supported, on behalf of Vitae, by Kate Jones, Senior Manager, Learning and Professional 
Development, CRAC Vitae - kate.jones@vitae.ac.uk 

 
Who has reviewed the study? 
This research has been approved by the University Research Ethics Committee, University of the Highlands 
and Islands, and builds on initial focus group research projects at the University of the Highlands and Islands 
and Oxford Brookes University, which were approved by their respective Research Ethics Committees. 
 
Contact for Further Information 
You can contact any of the above noted investigators for further information 
 

Michael Rayner, at michael.rayner@uhi.ac.uk  
Susan Brooks, at sbrooks@brookes.ac.uk  
Alison Mitchell, at acmco1.ac@gmail.com   

 
If you have any concerns about the way in which the study has been conducted, you should contact the 
Chair of the University of the Highlands and Islands’ Research Ethics Committee via Fiona Leiper, Research 
Ethics Officer, at fiona.leiper@uhi.ac.uk 
 
Thank you 
Thank you for taking the time to read this information sheet.   
 
Your participation has genuine and significant potential to help affect and shape the way support for research 
activity is undertaken across the UK, covering all levels of engagement and all staff who undertake research.  
Your participation will therefore seek to benefit you – directly or indirectly – and also future generations of 
academic researchers. You are therefore strongly encouraged to take part, and greatly thanked if you decide 
to do so. 
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